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February 22, 2023 

 

Mr. Jon C. DeLena  
Associate Administrator, Business Operations  

U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration  

8701 Morrissette Drive  

Springfield, VA 22152  

 
Dear Mr. DeLena: 

 

 Thank you for appearing before the Subcommittee on Health on Wednesday, February 1, 2023, to 

testify at the hearing entitled “Lives Worth Living: Addressing the Fentanyl Crisis, Protecting Critical 

Lifelines, and Combatting Discrimination Against Those with Disabilities.” 
 

 Pursuant to the Rules of the Committee on Energy and Commerce, the hearing record remains 

open for ten business days to permit Members to submit additional questions for the record, which are 

attached.  The format of your responses to these questions should be as follows: (1) the name of the 

Member whose question you are addressing, (2) the complete text of the question you are addressing in 

bold, and (3) your answer to that question in plain text.   
 

 To facilitate the printing of the hearing record, please respond to these questions by the close of 

business on Wednesday, March 8, 2023. Your responses should be mailed to Jolie Brochin, Legislative 

Clerk, Committee on Energy and Commerce, 2125 Rayburn House Office Building, Washington, D.C. 

20515 and e-mailed in Word format to Jolie.Brochin@mail.house.gov.  
 

 Thank you again for your time and effort preparing and delivering testimony before the 

Subcommittee. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
 

Brett Guthrie 

Chair 

Subcommittee on Health             
     

 

 

cc: Anna Eshoo, Ranking Member, Subcommittee on Health 

mailto:Jolie.Brochin@mail.house.gov


Attachment 1—Additional Questions for the Record 

 

The Honorable Cathy McMorris Rodgers 

 

1. Has DEA identified any trends in illicit drug shipments? Is there international coordination to 

prevent fentanyl analogues and counterfeit drugs from crossing borders? 

 

2. Understanding that most of the precursor chemicals needed to produce illicit fentanyl and 

fentanyl related substances come from China. Are there other countries who also supply these 

chemicals? Do the cartels in Mexico have the ability to produce these raw chemicals?  

 

3. Transnational criminal organizations are adeptly shifting tactics to ensure that a steady supply 

of deadly drugs continues to flow into our communities. 

• Does DEA have a sense of how expansive the cartels are? For example, are drug 

dealers in our communities part of or associated with the cartels who are 

smuggling fentanyl and FRS into the U.S.? 

• Do the dealers in our communities know that street drugs like cocaine are 

adulterated with fentanyl / FRS? 

 

4.What percent of DEA staff work in person five days per week? What percentage of meetings 

are held virtually versus in-person?   

 
The Honorable Michael Burgess 

 

1. Do you believe that the southern border is secure? 
 

2. Is it possible that normal policies and procedures are not currently being enforced due to the 
record-breaking number of migrants coming into the country?  

 
3. What are the specific policies and procedures for agricultural products?  

 
4. Could agricultural products and other specimens be of worry in the future? 

 

The Honorable Richard Hudson  

 
1. Mr. DeLena, you’ve had a lot of experience overseeing DEA operations. We see fentanyl 

seizures daily at the southern border…but how much fentanyl do you predict gets through to 
the U.S. from outside countries? 

 
 
 
 

 



The Honorable Greg Pence  

 
The opioid and Fentanyl crisis is having a devastating impact on families across my district.  

State and local law enforcement agencies in Indiana’s Sixth Congressional District are on the 

front lines, and they consistently communicate to me that they are overwhelmed by the illicit 

drugs flooding our community. According to the CDC, “there were an estimated 100,306 drug 

overdose deaths in the United States during the 12-month period ending in April 2021, an 

increase of 28.5% from the 78,056 deaths during the same period the year before.” Our state and 

local partners need more resources to combat the ruthless cartels that are trafficking illicit drugs 

across our southern border and killing family members, friends, and neighbors in our 

communities. 

1. How can federal law enforcement agencies, such as the DEA, leverage their resources to 

more closely coordinate with local law enforcement agencies to increase the detection and 

prevention of illicit drugs in Hoosier communities? 

We know these violent cartel criminals are intentionally altering the chemical structure of 

prescription-grade Fentanyl to create synthetic opioids with the intention to evade federal law 

enforcement. 

2. How do you think drug traffickers weigh the legal risks of using specific synthetic Fentanyl 

analogues and how can our federal law enforcement agencies best hold these criminals 

accountable for their actions? 

 

The Honorable Robert Latta  

1. A new report has been released that shows 1 in 3 adults aged 18 to 25 suffered from a 
mental illness in the past year. However, through the successful rollout of telehealth 
services, many medications are now able to be prescribed to treat mental illness. Given the 

current mental health crisis in this country, what controlled medications will clinicians 
with the proposed Special Registration be permitted to prescribe through telehealth? More 
specifically, would there be any medications that are used to treat mental illness that 
would be excluded by the proposed Special Registration?  

 

2. Is there a timeline for the release of the Special Registration proposed rulemaking?  
 

3. What happens if this proposed rule is not finalized by the Administration’s expiration of 

the Public Health Emergency on May 11, 2023?  
 

 

 

 



The Honorable Dan Crenshaw 

1. How would the DEA respond to proposals of an expedited approval process for fentanyl-

related treatments/Opioid Use Disorder treatments given the enormity of the fentanyl 

problem?     

• For context--One of the concerns is legislative language that deems any fentanyl-

related substance Schedule 1.  The DEA passed an edict a few years back 

designating anything that looked like fentanyl to be a Schedule 1 substance 

although fentanyl itself is Schedule II. What we don't want is unnecessary restraint 

in the ability to conduct research and develop therapeutics (or the potential fentanyl 

vaccine).  For example, there is ample evidence that research on hapten, a fentanyl-

like molecule, has no biological activity related to fentanyl-induced effects (e.g. 

analgesia). The hapten, in simple terms, is the "backbone" of the fentanyl molecule 

that is also common to fentanyl derivatives.  How would the designation apply to 

fentanyl type molecules.  

2. How important is additional funding for future fentanyl-related research to the work being 

done by DEA; and, if appropriated, how would they prioritize directing that funding?  

3. How could DEA imagine future fentanyl research (or a vaccine) being useful to their law 

enforcement efforts, particularly in border patrol and customs enforcement activities?  

The Honorable Frank Pallone, Jr.  

 

1. Mr. DeLena, the DEA leads the federal government’s enforcement of the Controlled 

Substances Act and plays a critical role in federal drug cases. How does the 

Administration’s proposal address accountability for violating the law?  

 

2. Approximately what percentage of illicit fentanyl is intercepted by law enforcement?  
 

3. Approximately what percentage of illicit fentanyl is seized at legal ports of entry? 

 

4. Approximately what percentage of illicit fentanyl is seized between legal ports of entry?  
 

5. Approximately what percentage of illicit fentanyl is seized in the mail?  

 

6. Of the amount of illicit fentanyl not seized, what is the most likely method of entry into 

the United States?  

 

7. Is there any evidence that the majority of illicit fentanyl not seized by law enforcement 

enters the country on the backs of migrants crossing unlawfully between ports of entry?  

 


